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December 20, 2001

To whom 1t May Cancern:

The contents of this packet brefly identity our major concerns regQarding o proposal of
Qid River Commitiee to obtain a grant for $2.419.000 from CALFED 10 estabhsh a pars.
Cidt River Committee has made sefious errors in their application: they have rnade
SEVETQ misrepresentations in their application and 1o the public There is absalutely no
SUPPOITIOrN This appication from property awners in or atout the proposed site. This
Fropoesalis an unnecessary dupication of two PArks already under construchkon near 1o
this site without the inherent contention.

Méﬂw %Z;O

Sincerely,
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Decembper 20, 2001

PATRICK WRIGHT, DIRECTOR
CaiFed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suvite 1155
Sacramento. CA 95814

Dear Mr. wnght:

The Homestead Land and water Alliance represents g large group of property Owners
that would be negatively impacted by the Old River Park Project. There s nota
supporter among e collective owners of approximarely 40,000 acres surrounding me
proposed site. well over one hundred stakenoiders met with the Tracy Farm Burequ to
discuss the Old River Project. Not ane stakenolder favored the projgct. Loncerns aired
following your format weré.

PROJECT KEYWORDS

« None of the riparian habitat has baeen changed within the last 63+ years so the
word “restoration” is inapphcable. This Grear valley Ripanan Qak Forest exists dug
to the corent management.

« Tne act of changing ntle will not afféct norincregse any "Neorropical migratory
birgs” nor increase the nesting sites of Swainson’s Hawks.

. wildife-frenaly agneuliure. as explained by the commitiee, worried neighbornng
farms in two areas: first, the park could infest nearby crops, and secona. e park
setfing could impede stonadard, accepted farming practices such as chemical
applications, re-entry restnehons, plonting and harvesting methods theraby
riggernng existing Right-To-Farm reguiations, laws and resulting in endiess litigation

TYPE OF PROJECT

«  ORC nas pians and an application for tunds for the first year only but they Claim 10
need 812 years more to pian this park. QRC cannot answer queshons about e
source of funds for those ornher planning years.

LAND ACQUISITION IN FEE

« Theland in queshon s an isiand of 138 acres with no public access Mary Watker.
President of ORC. states she has @ pubhc easement through G aairy owned by
Maric and Ann Siiva  The Silva's are cited as supporters of the proposal in the grant
application. Bor statemeants are untrue. Mr. and Mrs. Mano Silva nave sent CALFED
a letter of correchon.  Arached s a community penhon against the proposal,
signed by the Silva's and virtually all siakehoiders south of the project, aated Juns 8,
2001, There never was any support for this praject

+  Arnaudo Brothers Farms stated in @ pubiic meeting held becember 4, 2001, by the
Tracy Farm Bureau that they were not supporters of this project. The ORC stated
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That they had amended 1he griant applicanaen in this regarg though they chose nat
to amend other serious discrepancies ang misrepresentanons INcluded in the grant
10 CALFED as identified by Alex Fildebrand in his artacheg letier,

ORC never obigined Calforria Fish and Game PErmission or input for the project
ORC has optained no permirs for any changes 1o the island from San Joaguin
County thar would be required n orger 1o esiablish a park. This Bland s subject to
flooding and s desgnated 1o fiood in nigh-water years as o safety vaive tor the
area. Designated flood zones cannot GET permits 1o build anything that will impede
the flow of floodwaters averit. This includes park sructures,

How will ORC study levees on an istand that is designated 1o flood, where there are
no levees and no levess may be buill?

There is g bridge 16 the istand of questicnaple legality as well gs IACking structurg
integrity. The bngge has collapsed once grready.

The acquisition of this property was supposed 1o be fair Market value as determineg
Ry appraisal. ORC appears o pa pPaying a total project price of $17.528 99/acre tor
land similar 1o that purchaseqg recently by TNC with a CALFED grant for
$3804.35/acre [Staten 1siand is the property referenced). This represents an
Gverpayment of $13,724.63/acre. what would account for this discrepancy?

Ne restorqnion plan is required--tha areq has been untouched for Over 65 years
except for farming of the interior

The following iterns qre of serious concern to HLWA.,

ORC petition of support for this park is based on promised ball iields, niking, biking.
oar-boar facilties, picric areas and an agnculiure museum farm. ORC admits that
hey have no plans tor any boatng or water aclivities of any sort They have no
PUbiC access thereby compromising other promised actvities This seems 1o
eliminate the vaidity of support for the projecr.

Their stated solution 1o trespass issues is a six-foot Cycione fence ar whatever it 1akes
10 ke&p people in the park. This s not conducive to a wildiife corricor and will serye
1o eliminate much of the wildlife QRC proposes 1o 'save’,

Many petition signatures were obraned under dubious quthonty. Some people
have asked to be removed from Nerlist of supporters and this request has been
denied.

Most signarures were obtaned mies Qway from e project locanon. There i8 No
Iocal support.

The Committee states that ey will fund the islgng project by farming alfalfa. The
statstics quoted in the grant application snow aifaifg losing $161/acre/vear as g
rEQsan fof removing prme agricuttural land in the area from production.  Now he

138 acres s "big Enough”.

Cabfornia Parks ang Recreation proposed g SIMUlQr park here in 1973 ang deoided
he habitat was too fragile 1o support human intrusion and wisely left 1t under 1=
Current stewardship.

ALWA position against this PTOPOsAl is shared with Deltg water Users, Pescagero
Reciamaton District, Reciamation District #1007, Sisters of the River, indepengent
Mutoal water Diskict (this is the District adjacent 1o the southern boundaries ot the
Proposed park), Fremont krigation Dismet and the Naglee Burk tigation District.
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«  There gre similar parks along the same rivers and slougns estapiished at no 1axpayel
cost by develapers in the area. One park 18 within 500 feer ot the ORC proposeéd site
and e amer park is 3-4 miles awoy Bom of the atner parks have access and are
not subject 1o flooding. One park is unde cevelopment now thus saving eleven
years of planning for ORC.

« The Durham Ferry Recreation Area. a nearby and similar facility, was closed due 10
lack of anendance. | need existed. This facility could be reapened

+  Tnere exist 57 parks n the City of Tracy alone. Theré are twe more sifes under
discussion for development tataling over 310 acres proposed for pall fields. The
county has ever 30 parks. There are two nearby State Parks.

Please read the included letter of Alex Hilkdeprand. @ renowned authority on the Delta

and its watars. artached petitions against e propoesal. published lefters 10 the editdr

trom concerned cifizens agoinst the propasal and e list of availgkie parks n 1he area

Sincerely. _

ENCLOSURES 1) Alex Hildebrand's Letier regarding errors in the grant.
7) Petition 10 Mary Walker from property owners against the park and her
misrepresentations.
3) Petitions from local properry OWners.
4) Gary Reeve’s lefter to San joaquin Board of Supervisurs
5) Leners of coneern [0 varous politicians.
6) Packer of Leters to the Edwor
7) Existing Parks

cc: Terry Mills, ERP Dennis Hay, Esq.
Depr. of Interior, Gale Narion Rec. Dist, #1007
Rep Richard Pombpo Maglee Burk Lrriganion Dist

Rep Gary Condit

Sen. Diane Feinstein

Sen Barbara Boxer

Rep John Poalittle

Rep Ken Calvert

(Gov Gray Davis

Sen Mike Machade

Sen. Dick Monteith

Assemblyman Anthony Pescem
Assemblywoman Barbara Mamhews
Assemblyman Dennis Cardoza

San Joaquin County Farm Bureau

San Joaquin County Planner, Ben Huise
San Joaqun County Board of Supervisers
Tracy Mayor Dan Bilbrey

Tracy Ciry Counail

Surah Foster, WoridNel News

Manieca Mayor Carlon Perry

Independent Mutual trrig. Dist
Fremont rrigation Diat.
Pescadero Rec. Mist

Dela Water Users

Dan Nomellini, Esq

Tom Knudsen, Sacramento Bee
Modesto Bee

TriValley Herald
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ARNAUDO LETTER OF
OPPOSITION

THIS NEARBY FARM NEVER
SUPPORTED THE OLD RIVER
COMMITTEE'S PROPOSAL
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ARNAUDO BROS., INC.
16505 S. TRACY BLVD.
TRACY, CA 93304
(209) 835-0406

December 14, 2001

Homestead Land & Water Allance
12650 Piatt: Road

Tracy, CA 95304

Attn: Cal-Fed

To Whom |t May Concern:

We, Arnaudo Brothers, met with Mary Walker early this fali, regarding the proposal of a new park
to the south of Ol River. At this meeting she never mentoned the Dell Annga property. After
hearnng her explanation, our answer, at that tme, because she hit us “cold”, was we wiré net
opposed to anytring until we heard more about this huge project.

After further study and finally hearing where this project i$ proposed, across the nver from us 1o
the south, and heanng many comments regarang this project, we now feel it would have a major
impact on our praperty to the north because of tréspassing on the levees on our side of the nver,
by people on motor and row boats. Our crops of tomatoes, alfalfa and asparagus require aerial
sprayingalmost weekly far 6 to 8 months of the year. The proposed park 15 diwectly down wind
from our 800 acre farm, that nes directly north and only a few hundred feet, across the river from
the proposed site. These toxic sprays drft for hundreds of yards, they are very dangerous to
people and children that they may come in contact with and this site is in the path of prevailing
winnds from the norh and north west.

We therefore go on record that we oppose the site for thus park for the reasons stated above

naudo Brathers, inc.
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ALEX HILDEBRAND
LETTER
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Alexander Hildebrand
23443 5. Hays Road
Mantecy, CA 95337-3332

November 1, 2001

Mary Walker
PO Box 1131
Tracy, CA 95378-1131

Dear Mary:

Thank you for giving me an advance copy of the ORC application for a $2,419,000
grant {rom CALFED 10 be used to purchase an island within the sloughs thar connect Olg
River, Paradise Cut, and Tom Paine Slough. This is 1o become a part of your proposed Old
River Parkway. T assume that you are soliciting my candid comments on the proposal

I do nor deubt that this portion of the proposed parkway would be a nice ameniry
fur urbans in Tracy, and 1 respect your good intentions. However, I believe thar the merirs
of your proposal are overstated and not all valid. It may not be in rhe broad social interes:
1o give taxpayer funds to a limited and possibly rransient group to buy land in fee to
manage as they see it in perpetuity.

1) You suggest that farming in this area by private parties is not economic and will ot
be sustained, and that it, therefore, need not be considered as a continued use of
lands ia this area. This disregards the transient nature of depressed prices, and the
need for more food as the population grows,

) You assert that growing alfalfy is uneconomic. However, aifalfa prices were
substantially improved this year. Furthermore, you state that alfaifa is an
uneconomic Crop yer you expect to continue 1o grow it afier you buy the land.

3) You state thar “pesticides are perceived as a necessary part of the growth of alfulfa”,

yet you propose that you will grow alfalfa withourt pesticides. Do you assume that

farmers are stupid when they spend money 1o apply pesticide to an infection of
“army worms”™?

3) You assert that the permagent ridal flow coatrol barriers will decrease circulation
and exacerbate water quality problems in some channels. This is not pue! The
permanent barriers will substantially improve circulation and quality.

) You cite and show picrures of many valley oaks in the vicinity and on the proposed
property 1o be acquired. How can you claim that the acquisition will provide
needed Swainson Hawk nesting trees?

(A
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6) You claim thar although the perimeter of the proposed acquisition is rimmed with
oak forest, the change of ownership will somehow increase shade and cause a
significant reduction of water temperature in adjacent channels. How can this be
rue?

7 You assert that there will be an improvement in dissolved 0xygen in adjacent
channels. The use of barriers to restore circulation will be the dominant effect an
dissolved oxygen. Agaiu in your effort to justify your proposal you are “grasping at
straws”. The same is true when you claim that the acquisition will help 1o restore
poad rurtles.

8} You assert that the proposed acquisition will *aid in floed control”, You offer no
plausible suppaort for this claim.

9) You propose 1o use “biotechnical methods 1o conrrol erosion”. You do not say
whether there is an erosion problem ar the site or whether you refer to land erosion
or bank erosion from flood flows or from wave action. Nor do you indicare whar
methods you will examine that are not in study elsewhers,

10)  You propose 1o study methods of erosion control on levees. There are no levees on
the island that is 1o be acquired, and you do nor state how or where you would make
tests that are not contemplated elsewhere.

These and other assertions seem 1o imply thar benefits claimed other than urban
ameniry are asseciated with 2 belief that the ORC is mare competent than farmers, and
mare competent than other investigators of everything from erosion control, 1o determining
nd correcting whatever has caused a drastie reducrion in pond rurtles.

Lastly, there will be very serious conyequences if we continue 1o convert privae
farm land and warer to other uses no marter how waorthy those uses may be, CALFED s
taking very large quanrities of land (and associated water) from the production of foad for
other uses. CALFED’s plan plus the CVPIA and other reallocations of farm land and
water will very substantially reduce our ability to feed the population by year 2025. This
will be the cummulative impact of many small increments of reallocation. CALFED should
not be encouraged 10 spend taxpayer moucey to foster these reallocations.

L am sorry to be so brutally candid, but wanr to be honest with you.

Sincerely,

Alex Hildebrand
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PETITIONS

TO MARY WALKER
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Jupe 8 2001

Mary Walke

Travy, Califurnia
Re OMd Ruver Parkway Proposal

Dear Mas Wadker

Several landowners adyacent ¢ or in the ares of he proposed OId Rives Paikway
deomed i nolessary [0 5énd you This leller 1o expreas then concerns Tegarting you
ki Oup's underaking w establshiog a park along the southern bank of Old Raver from
Wicklund Cut east 1o Sugar Cut

Tl the lundowner s fepresented by this letier believe Wiat Wi peliion foi e
Pk was nusrepresenied [0 several of them and othey s, either ducciy v by ipiuendy,
thal by 3i@wng the peulion you and your group were wreulating, the "Green Beit”
proposal that «3 the subgeet of 1 specific plan sudy by the County of Sun Jozquia, could
be avoided I fact there appears 1o be no position by the County of San Joaquu thal the
“Greea Belt” propesy would be dropped of withdrawn i heu of the park

Qther inisrepresentanions belicved 10 have been made were promises of spons
facihines (hitle leayue baseball diamonds and soceer Helds), holse [Hals, walkog (rals
O 2as and access 10 the waler Tom area levess  Addinonally, clains of having e
support of many of the landowners i the afea are believed 1o be fubse wnd reliwce upon
apgiulufes ou peliions obtamed by the sbuve-metnuned nusiepresentauans w buck up
such claumas is dubious 1o fzet, the landowners representad by This letier believe thal tic
a0ty of lundowners adjacent to Old River ARE NOT i favor of 3 part

Secondly, the landowners represented by this letler have 2000208 féwar dise lie
ub2ach 10 Theer uphcultorad practices and theur fand values by locahing 3 patk aloee b
sauthern dank of the O River  Cancerns regarding wicreased capuaure 1o habiduy fram
chenueal appleanons used 10 fArming prachices, clashes between comunetar nuffic g
agnculiural equupment, exposure of water diversion and diauaaee ficilities 10 Acreased
vapdalisim and traffic related damage, degradanon 1o flood conuod siructures from
eApdsute [0 pubhe aceess and acuvites, and anereased pullution from tash duinping wid
picrcused accumulation of motor veticle related fumes wid leaks we just seine o the
problems foreseen by the tandowners,

The landowners represented by this letier arc dissansned wil sulTouRding urban
aleds targetny ther geoursphicdl area for facidiues that beaefit the urban poputous at ihe
capense of ther land e Livehbhoods and ther yuet eyoyment The arban sieus and
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Uie ass0ciled devaelupnient apensies responsible for their develupruent need o deeh W
MiEKe wastewaier reulinent pluats, siorm dranage facihiigs toadways snd paiks put ot
thenn developinents railier i puthog the Burden on the backs of the uullymy
fmndowners who estabisoed then residences and busimesses i the tuiad areis for wathvie
and pracreal reusons, aoae of whieh ncluded the degraduticn cauied Dy €nchuciuny
fcriities benefitung tibun weas ‘

L shosr, the Madesie s tepreseated by g letter wic oot in thvar ol e pack
walt 10 protect their land and busivesses from further atracks i imndividuais, wioups ar
enulics thal threaten e wiy of bl

Very truly yous,

Denms L Hay

Ceo San Jougun Cooaty Flanmng Comemission
S Joagquin County Bogard of Supervisers
Tracy Press
Tri-valley Heraly
The Recond
South Delta Water Agvucy ¢/o Jonn Hernck, Esq
Defta Profeciion Countnussian
Lyante Momeliin, Esg
Kun Leachman, Esq
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PETITIONS
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TTOMISSTIAD LAND AND WATKIR ATLLIANCH

12752 PLATT ROAD

TRACY, CA 95304

200y 835-7974

www BEMNAys CHTL/ 3HIANCE/ aihaRGe Bl

A PETTTION
TO THE SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISQRS

We thes uAGersigned are petincning the Board 10 withdraw our propery aiong O Rwer, Sugar Cut, Paradse Cul
and Tom Paine Slougn from considerauon as Cpen Space or 1or N6 Gevalopment Cf any park as prapcued in e
Olg Fver/Nw Tracy Spectic Plan (AEfalve 5) Ve 1861 a1 Such 2 kand 08$:3nanon will severély iMpact odr
FbilTy 10 Manage Qur lands and r&sull 10 The 1aning of our propery ngnid  We Dehov we ShOuia have the same
OpPOMUNIKS 10 Manage in a manner that penefits oul Nesds 45 TNoSe developers who Tunded Ins pianning attort
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PETITION OFPOSING “GREEN BELT” PROPOSAL

To The San Jougusn County Board of Supefvisors

Ve the undersigned, sfe subiiiing s peluch (0 1he Board af Supervoiag o 5.
County i OppesiLon 1o the proposal secking the Creahon o a speciic p'an, Greon Hel' ooy
wedusimal park in thé arew nonbwesl of the Cily of Tracy wid 2Ry 1pe dertat ciangss Doaln
ather potentiilly detrnnental effects such 2 specific plan, credlion of o' Creey Belt wree w0l ot

Dark NGy CRUSE The undersigned Mamiin that each of theip are landowae: g withwr San o
g belave exch Lindowner should Bave the 0pRoTuRLy 10 ERAEE 1N03e Mmutleld 2thele Ny

T
piopeny 10 n.spar 10 fusg/her OwD REEAs 300 4esires 10 Ihe SIME Mainer 43 e fEvetude:
spel] e plef tedy

L]

VW the unuersigaed, sdamanily a0vocale thot the Board of Supenvisars wabhirze ue
the specifiz plan study, e creauen ol ths “Grecn Belt'” &iez and the niasinoal pa
quu 0 eanil 10 Fegard o the real propeny nemhwest ¢l "Tracy
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GARY REEVE
LETTER
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GARY REEVE
35F 10" St
M o Suite E-3
‘ Tracy, Ca. Y3370

o Me M

St Joaguin Cownty Bourd of Supervisars
Aneniion Lynn Bedford

207 Weber b

Caurthowse Room 701

Stockion Ly Y3202 ;_ ir

Resurdimy West Tracy/ Old Kiver Plun

Deur Lynn

This morming [ divcovered 1hal the West Traey/Old River plan was discunsed i the Bourd of
Npaervisaes | meelind yesierdey M)y funtly awns property in His affecicd wreas Myself wind i
w) iy nerghbors believe tha we should have been properly nulificd by tie Bou o o votin mecting
vesierday  The decisions that the Bocrd will make regardimg Hie couniy s ontative prrapady Jo
Judre wses of e wrew iy huve o Jeastic impdacet on fuiure Juridd valies wind e codlecin e land

covvrict s wnpeynentt el e propertics
D respectfully wish o muke the following brief poiwnis o the Buard menibery

| believe thal a greenbell area benveer w0 UFBAR wreds 15 & puor e of lund The pragrenty
cters it this greenbedt weea will ieither he whle 1 viably Jaurm then lad ar develup a1
prreperty values will thest erode 1o u paint where the unly buyer will he o guvernmicnil agernicl
Becate af thes bayer s moaapoly, the fow land values will be tien dictuted by the gaver e
WHCHCY

(i the other hand. f develupment were o gventiully vecur ned lu atlier develuped propeition
Jor mstance the wrea between Tracy und Mountain Howse, the ifrostructue e costs waubd be
r'nudc'nuuu' hecunse of tocalan, aid the pressure tu develop areas cast ard sondlt of Tracy sondd
be eelieved, whoere furning i e veuhle.
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I dv not believe that i 1y Juir or constituiional 1o designate certain ureds for development and
wtlemp fo miligule e erviranmemal effects uf the development by designaling orher ureas fur
vreenbelt They woald be o iukinyg of property rghi vithowut choee wund withow! comipeiisatin 1]
the develupers or 1} a goverament dyency WESHes 1o se o area ay o geeenbelt they thes shoddd
Acguiale with ¢ach properly owner 1o ob1gin these creenbell righis, cither by 1he purchuse of an
cusement, or by vuiright purchase of propgpties from willing sellers. The righes purchused 1
ity should not miterfere wah the historical uses of 1he neighborig properiies

Private properly righty are an extremely imgortant component of the American siple of lderiy
The US Cunstttuiion pays greal aiteniion i privale properly nighis Please respect these ciglhin
when maing your decisiony

My finad point iy that Mary Walker o ot @ gpokesperson for my fumidy s propesiy. Dwvishto be
wiformed the rexi time that the Old Rover/West Tracy plan is a poiat of discassicn, ws Dm sure
my neighbors do alvo Thunk you for your gensideration on thes anporiaat madivr Lam by
sendiongg Ty lenier to the othier Bodard membery

Respectiully, Looond
e
D

Gury Recve e
FN

oy

o

v Patricia Reeve
Huomesieud Land and Waier Alliance L/
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LETTERS TO
ELECTED OFFICIALS
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HOMESTEAD LAND AND WATER ALLIANCE
SHARON VOTAW

o

Decernber 10, 2001

Dear Friend,

Twenty years ago residersts along a one-lane road adjacent to the New River
in West Virginia were promised a much-needed "upgrade” 1o that neglected
road. Enter 3 "parkway” plan with all the promises that land would be taken
only from "willing seflers", and 10 protect the narural resources, bring
tourism dollars to the now defunet railroad/coal industry town of Hinton
(WV), Sounds great, doesnt t? (It did, thus all the property awners supported the plan!)

Those same private preperty owners were then invited inte AN ARMED, GUARDED
room 10 be told the agencies were not only going to build a parkway but were
Taking EVERYTHING in the view-shed and giving it to the Narional Park
Service, a parkway whaose "preferred route " would completely by-pass the
town of Hinton and destroy the natural resources of the New River in the Parkway's path!!

Can't happen in America, you say? Well, it IS HAPPENING and happening ATL
OVER AMERICA! Amencan citizens are losing their lands/homes/farms/
fishing camps/livelihoods/historical and culrural traditions in agendas meant
solely 10 strip them of each!

Wake up, Tracy, CA....shey want your land and how they get it has beawtiful titles:
“resource protection”, "parkways”, "parks”, "refuges" biosphere diversity”, "wild life
pratection”, ete.~-and all just 1o dupe an unsuspecting publie into supporting
just a private property land grab scheme. If you believe anything else, call me, 1've got a
bridge in Brooklyn I'd like 10 sell you!

Sincerely,

Jo Ann Roach, Charter Member: Sisters of the River
3422 New River Road

Hinton, WV 25951

Phone: 304-466-2202

! fwaw newriverfrie "
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July 9, 2001

Sun Joaguin County Buard of Supervisars
222 E Weber Avenue

Courthouse Room 701

Stockion, CA 95202

Dear Supervisors,

We have lived on our ranch for thirty-five years. We ve worked hard for if
and we 've worked hard on it for all of those years.  Our routs are lwre

The first time 1 saw this place I said to my husband, 1 could live here il
Idie”. My friends are here. My husband built a house jor us after fiving in
the existing shuck--which was the only home we could afford-- for twenly-
five years. We are comfuriable and happy working our ranch ¢ven though
we are now retired fram our other jobs and are on g limited income. Yes,
we always worked two jobs each in order ta build our ranch!

1 have seen The American Dream change from “you cun be whutever you
chose 1o he™ 10 “vou deserve to own a hame ™. I have seen the "Melting
Pot” turn into the ~Sulad Bowl™. These were not changes | welvomed. |
still du not believe in them. My America is “the land of opportuniny”,
“the lund of upportunists ™.

I never once thoughi that some person aeross town could gaiher sytmilines
an a petition k urn my hard earned home Imto a purk I never thoaglit 1
could be culled selfish in 1he press for wanting 1o live mua my life in niy
home. Please do not 1ell me about a long time-frame for this o ocenr,
Please don't el me how this will improve my lifestyle or my propeily
values. You know it won 't and we do not need 1o cover that growmnd agnin
and again. There are ways 1o improve property values by rezoning anil
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designating us as 4 park s nol one of those ways. | do not want 1o he
rezoned. The majority of property owners along Old River do nat want 10
be rezoned. We simply want to be left alone. I do not wani miy privale
praperty rights infringed upon for the benefit of others

1 um not speaking Jor anyone but myself now. If the socializatiun uf
America has reached the poinl that amyone can come along and sec your
business oF your home und petition 10 take it from you for what they
consider jusl compensation over and against your protests, then il iy {ime
for me (o consider giving up my citizenship and seeking vul d pluce it
values hard work and individualism. One that dpes not believe that the
public deserves what the individual has strived 10 establish for thirty-five
years Thiy iy estublishing an enormously dangerous precedeni for
everyone in the United States. No one would be safe from government or
public seizure  This would remove all incentive 10 auhieve.  { hope tiit you
Jive men will prove to me thar the America I beHeve in sull exists. If v
more land than the people who signed the petition 10 ke my property du,
perhaps | worked harder for ir, perhaps I gave up more for i Perhaps 1
deserve what | worked for—doesn 't everyone?

Sincerely,

Ciuy Votaw

Sharon Vatuw

ve. Richard Pombe
Diane Feinsiein
Burbura Muliews
Ed Brudley
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SAN JUAQUIN FARM BURKEAU PEDERALTUN

MEETING TODAY'S CHALLENGES 7 FLANNING FOR TOMORROW

? 4
November 26, 2001

Dan Ray

CalFed

1416 9™ St, Suite 630
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Delta Restoration Project, CalFed ERP Proposal
0l1d River Commutice

Dear Mr Ray:

This letter is to let you know that the San Joaquin Farm Bureau Federation
would like to be added to the notification list for this project.

Your help in this matter is appreciated.

Sincerely,

ogram Director

P.O. BOX B444 » 3280 NORTH AD ART ROAD + (209) 931-4931 » STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA 95208
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L Alexander Hildebrand.
| / ) 23443 S. Hays Road
s el Manteca, CA 95337-8882
”‘ o tﬂﬁhiiqf” .
JI/1Z November 1, 2001
Mary Walker
PO Box 1151

Tracy, CA 95378-1181
Dear Mary:

Thank you for giving me an advance copy of the ORC application for a 32,412,000
grant from CALFED to be used to purchase an istand withiu the slanghs that connect Old
River, Paradise Cut, and Tom Paine Slough. This is te became a part of your propesed Old
River Parkway. | assue that you are solicifing my candid comments on the proposal.

1 do not doubt that this portion of the proposed parkway would be a nice amenily
for wrhans in Lracy, and ] respect your good intentions. However, 1 helieve that the merits
of your prupesal are overstated and not all valid. 1t may not pe in the broad social interest
to give taxpayer funds 10 2 limited and possibly transient group e buy land in fee o
manage as they see fil in perpetuity.

1) You suggest that farming in this area by private parties is not economic and will nor
be sustained, and that it, therefore, need not be considered as a continued use of
lands in this area. This disregards the wansient nature of depressed prices, and the
need for more food as the population grows.

2} You assert that growing alfalfa is uneconomic. However, alfalfa prices were
substantially improved this year. Furthermore, you state that alfalfa is an
nneconomic crop yet you expect te continue to graw it after you buy the Jand.

3 You state that “pesticides are perceived as a necessary part of the growlh of alfalfa™,
yel you propose that yon will grow alfalfa withaut pesticides. Do you assume that
farmers are stupid when they spend money (o apply pesticide To an infection of
*army worms”?

4) You assert thar the permanent tidal flow confrol barriers will deerease circulation
and exacerbate water quality problems in some channels. This is not true! The
permanent barriers will substantially impreve circulation and quality.

5) You cite and show pictures of many valley 0aks i the vicinity and on the proposed
property to he acquired. How can you claun that rhe acquisition will provide
nevded Swainson Hawk nesting trees?
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&)

8)

9)

10)

You claim that although the perimeter of the proposed acquisition is rimmed with
oak forest, the change of ownership will somehow increase shade and cause a
significant reduction of water temperatare in adjacent chaonels. How can this be
true?

You assert that there will be an improvement in dissolved oxygen in adjacent
channels. The use of barriers to restore circulation will be the dominant effect on
dissolved oxygen. Again in your effort to justily your proposal you are “grasping at
straws™. The same Is tree when you claim that the aequisition will help to restore
pond turtles. .

You assert that the proposed acquisition will "aid in floed control”. You offer no
ptausible suppeort for this claim.

You propase o use “biotechnical methods to contral eragion™. Yaou do not say
whether there is an erosion prohlem at the site or whether you refer 1o land erosion
or bank erosion from Nood Aows or from wave action. Ner do you indicate what
methods you will examine that are not in study elsewhere.

You propose to study methods of erosion controf on levees. There are no levees on
the island that is to be acquired, and you do not state how or where you would make
tests that are not contemplated elsewhere,

These and other assertions seem to imply thas benefits claimed other thap urban

amenity are associated with a belief that the ORC is more competent than farmers, and

more competent than ocher investigators of everything from erosion control, to determining
and correcting whatever has caused a drastic reduction in pend turtles.

Lasuy, there will be very serious consequences if we continue (o convert private

farm land and water to other uses no matter how worthy those uses may be. CALFED is
taking very lurge quantities of Jand (and associated water) from the production of food for
other uses. CALFED’s plan plus the CVPLA and other reallocations of farm Jand and
water will very substantially reduce our ahility to feed the population by year 2025, This
will be the cummulative impact of many small increments of reallocation. CALFED should
not be encouraged io spend taxpayer money to foster these reallocations.

| ams sorry to be so brutally candid, but want ro be honest with you.

Sincerely,,

Alex Hildebrand



